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Definition
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The COA is an actual or 

estimated figure that 

represents the amount 

it will cost a student to 

attend school for a specific 

period of time (usually a 

term or academic year).



Todayôs Agenda

ÅCost of attendance 

components.

ÅOther COA considerations.

ÅBudget restrictions.

ÅProrating COA.

ÅCase studies.



Cost of Attendance Components

Half-time or more

ÅTuition and fees.

ÅBooks and supplies.

ÅRoom and board.

ÅTransportation.

ÅMiscellaneous personal.

ÅDependent-care.

ÅDisability-related.

ÅStudent-loan fees.

Less-than-half-time

ÅTuition and fees.

ÅӞBooks and supplies.

ÅӞTransportation.

ÅDependent-care.

ÅRoom and board for three 

terms.
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COA Components
Tuition and Fees

Fees may vary from 

program to program.
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Full-time Students:

Actual or average charges 

required of all students.

Less-than-half-time Students:

Actual, average charges, or 

prorated charges based on full-

time costs.



COA Components
Books and Supplies

ÅStudent surveys.

ÅBookstore data.

ÅCourse requirements.
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COA Components
Room and Board

Reasonable costs:

ïCurrent cost-of-living data.

ïLocal housing markets.

ïStudent surveys.

Categories:

ïOn-campus.

ïOff-campus.

ïWith parents.

Cannot include costs for periods of non-enrollment or costs 

for spouses or dependents.
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COA Components
Transportation

ÅTravel between home and 
school:
ïOn-campus students.

ïCommuter students.

ÁPublic transportation.

ÁReasonable automobile 
costs. 

ïOut-of-state students.

ÁTwo or three round trips.

ÁEconomy class.

ÁCommon carrier.
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COA Components
Miscellaneous

ÅRecreation.

ÅPersonal hygiene.
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